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Introduction 

Brading Town Council have made this policy statement in respect of the awarding of 
grants to groups and organisations within the Parish in accordance with their 
discretionary power provided in law to do so. 

Decisions to award grants may be made if the eligibility criteria set out in this policy 
document are met, subject to funds being available and other competing demands. 

 

The purpose of any grant or subsidy is to support local initiatives to create opportunities for 
groups that are not otherwise funded by national or local bodies as a matter of course. Local 
organisations contribute to the well being of the community and Brading Town Council 
recognises their importance. 

Local Government legislation empowers a Town or Parish Council to spend a limited amount 
of money (if available), computed through a formula approach, for the direct benefit of the 
area or all or some of the community. 1 

 

The Policy principles 

Brading Town Council may make a single grant, or a number of grants in successive 
years providing the following eligibility criteria below are followed. The awarding of a 
grant in one year does not assure future grants, and the Town Council will at no time 
give a commitment for continuous funding. 

 

Criteria 

The following criteria will be used by the Council in the decision making process, 
however, if further information is brought to the attention of the Council, it reserves 
the right not to make a grant award. The Council has formulated a grant application 
form which should be completed to explain: 

1. The amount requested, and the number of people it is likely to benefit. 
2. How the grant will benefit the group or organization, which should be based within 

the Parish. Applications from single individuals are not considered. 
3. What the grant is to be spent on, and how evidence of financial transactions will be 

accounted and reported back. A bank account should be in place, requiring at least 
two signatures to operate. Unless it is incidental to the main purpose of the grant, 
funds cannot be used for publicity purposes. 

4. The likely expenditure of the whole project should be confirmed, with a breakdown of 
costings, and what other grant sources have been sought. 

5. The aims and objectives of the organization making the application. Religious groups 
will not be eligible unless it can be shown that the project will be openly accessible to 
all, regardless of beliefs. 

 

 

 

 



Groups or organizations that will not be eligible are: 

1. Those supporting a political party or those who discriminate against any protected 
characteristic under the Equalities Act 2010. 

2. Private businesses operated to make a profit. 
3. Local groups who pass on their funds to a central headquarters for re-distribution 
4. Professional fundraisers. 
5. Completed projects. 
6. Churches, schools and health establishments that operate under certain restrictions 

in law – further advice can be sought if required. 
7. Organizations that are not financially sound. Two years accounting records, 

independently verified, must accompany the application. For newly formed groups, 
evidence of how accounting will be provided must be submitted. 

 

Timescales 

The Town Council will consider applications throughout the financial year, but the 
limited budget may necessitate a successful application being held over to the 
following accounting year. 

Representatives of the organization should discuss with the Town Clerk any 
significant requirements which may impact on the level of precept to be levied within 
the Council Tax regime. Budgets are drafted in December, with the Precept agreed by 
Town Council in January, for the following April - March financial year. 

 

Conditions of grant award 

Applicants should recognise that the Town Council must ensure appropriate 
safeguards to protect public funds. A condition may be imposed requiring regular 
updates and reports at intervals during the project, or at its conclusion. 

The Council may require an organization to acknowledge their support in any 
publicity generated by the project. 

 

General 

Potential applicants are encouraged to contact the Town Clerk in the first instance to discuss 
their proposals and whether their applications may be suitable, with the emphasis on 
proportionality to the circumstances. (Under the Wednesbury principles). 

All applicants will be advised if their applications are suitable, and when it will be considered 
by the Town Council. Members of the organizations are encouraged to attend the Town 
Council meeting so Councillors can seek clarification on any points, and meet the 
beneficiaries. It may be necessary for further investigation to be undertaken before a 
decision is made. 

The decision as to whether a grant is awarded or not will be confirmed in writing to the 
applicants as soon as practicable. 

 


